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cruelly murdered in a religious riot. The matter is still under
investigation, but so far as can be seen at the moment
of writing the causes of tLe catastrophe were purely JocaL
The joint effect of these incidents, as may be imagined,,
was to cause considerable uneasiness to the Muhammadan
community.
We have already seen that the Left Wing party were making-
efforts to bridge the gulf separating
themselves from the Moderates. These
efforts, however, were not crowned with
success. At the special session of the Indian National Congress
held in Bombay at the end of August, few Moderate leaders-
presented themselves. The Congress did what the Extremists
desired of it; it pronounced the Reforms disappointing and
unsatisfactory. It demanded that full responsible government
should be established in the whole of India within a period
not exceeding fifteen years, and in the provinces in a period
not exceeding six years. These resolutions showed that there-
still remained a very wide gap between the Extremists and
the Moderates; for while, as we have seen, the latter were
willing to accept the general principle of the Scheme, the changes-
which the former party desired to introduce in it were-
tantamount to a rejection.
When the Imperial Legislative Council met in September,,
the news from the Western Front was
TaPid1^ "becoming encouraging beyond
all expectation. There were also-
rumours that great successes were about to occur in Palestine,
The anxieties of Government concerning North-West Frontier
politics seemed to be passing away, for Germany's troubles
on the Western Front were expected to keep her fully
occupied in that quarter. But on the other hand, the
internal situation of India continued to give much cause-
for anxiety. The very high prices, originating in scarcity
and enhanced by profiteering, were now seriously aggravated!
by one of the worst known failures of the monsoon.
The poor were suffering severely and Government's
intervention was demanded from all sides. The currency